Most of the illustrations are black-and-white drawings. Some are black-and-white photographs. About a dozen of the photographs, mainly of objects shown in transmitted-light microscopy, such as fleas and lice and cimicids, are rendered in color, scattered on the text pages which are all of the same matte paper stock. Most of those photographs would have been clear enough in blackand-white. The chapters are followed by a 32-page combined bibliography, a 4-page glossary, and a 28-page combined index. The references in the text are numerical, so they waste no space in referring to the bibliography.
The principal author's introduction (p. xiii-xiv) states that this is the first general book on arthropods of medical importance with especial reference to Brazil. The preface (p. xi) by David Pereira Neves states that it is especially important for students and health professionals. If it is designed for students, then its objective must be to present, at moderate cost, which it does, the information that Brazilian teachers of medical and veterinary entomology deem is most important for their students to learn. If it is designed for health professionals, then it may be more comprehensive, to serve as a reference for all aspects of medical and veterinary entomology, and may sell for a higher price. That it has much more information, perhaps twice as much, as do the earlier-reviewed books [paragraph 1 above, of which one (Service 2000) was designed expressly for students] but yet is not fully comprehensive suggests that objectives were not initially fully defined. It is not fully comprehensive because it does not deal with stinging and otherwise toxic non-hematophagous arthropods of medical and veterinary importance [compare with Méndez (1999) cited in paragraph 1 above]. It does not include medical and veterinary methods for diagnosis and treatment of diseases [compare with Goddard (1999) cited in paragraph 1 above], although such subjects fall outside the scope of entomology. Perhaps some adventurous publisher will see the need for companion books: (a) medical and veterinary entomology, (b) diagnosis and treatment of diseases caused or transmitted to vertebrate animals by arthropods, and (c) diagnosis and treatment of diseases caused or transmitted to humans by arthropods. This new book is a very worthy first entry, which should serve for many years into the future. It will be interesting to see what changes the author decides to make at its second edition.
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